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At an altitude of 380m above sea level and situated on top of 
the range, lies the picturesque Kuranda Village – the village in the 
rainforest. The relaxed little township was founded in 1876. The 
local Djabuguy aboriginal people call the area Ngunbay – Place of 
Platypus. Kuranda is a cool mountain retreat surrounded by world-
heritage rainforest, which due to its elevation has temperatures 
several degrees cooler and certainly less humid than on the 
coast.

There is plenty of accommodation to be found, and whether you 
are looking for a cosy bed and breakfast, a well maintained multi-
choice accommodation and camping park, a hotel that when you 
step inside you feel like you are back in the 1920’s, a gorgeous 
resort that has one of the best and most natural swimming pools 
you’ll find anywhere, or a backpackers hostel, you’ll find something 
here to suit everyone’s tastes.

Kuranda is well known as a day destination, but to truly enjoy all 
that this village has to offer, you really have to stay a few nights. 
Birds, butterflies and native wildlife abound, and there are wonderful 
walking tracks which meander through magnificent rainforest and 
along the Barron River. Also don’t miss the famous Barron Falls 
which are just breathtaking in the wet season, when the falls are 
in flood.

Whether you come  
for a day or stay for a night, 
Kuranda is the place to be.

Kuranda is also home to some well known markets. There are 
shops selling both high-quality local and Australian-made goods 
including everything from handmade crafts, aboriginal artifacts to 
quirky and imaginative gadgets. Coffee shops and restaurants give 
the town its laid back ambience, offering tropical taste sensations 
to suit the most discerning taste buds. Take the time to visit some 
of Kuranda’s many first-class nature-based tourist attractions which 
include koalas, butterflies, native and exotic birds, kangaroos and 
reptiles. You can also see traditional aboriginal dancers perform, 
travel on a riverboat on the Barron River or join an army duck ride 
through the rainforest.

Getting to Kuranda is a big part of the overall experience. Vistors 
can drive themselves, or travel by bus up the Kennedy Highway, 
stopping at the Henry Ross Lookout to enjoy the magnificent view 
of Cairns and the Coral Sea. You can travel on Kuranda’s historic 
Scenic Railway which meanders through the Barron Gorge National 
Park, re-living the history of this hand-built rail line. Alternatively you 
can choose to skim the rainforest canopy on the world’s longest 
rainforest cableway. Many visitors to Kuranda combine two of these 
options to maximise their experience.

For more information on what this wonderful place has to offer, visit 
the web site at www.kuranda.org, email info@kuranda.org, or ring 
the Kuranda Visitor Information Centre on 07 40939311.

Just 25km north of Cairns

Kuranda … more 
than just a village 
in the rainforest

Call 07 4093 9311
Visit www.kuranda.org
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